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ARTS, HEARTS and MINDS aptly captures the spirit of our
Specialized Arts School.

Specialized Arts
Programming
At Claude Watson
School for the Arts we
recognize the value of a
fully rounded program
that taps into the natural
creative ability of our
students. A sequential
program firmly founded
on basic principles of
learning encourages
self-actualization of
each student’s potential.
The school program
maximizes the growth of
the student by exposure
to highly qualified
teachers, instructors and
artists from the
community. Academic
and arts progress is
monitored regularly
through a variety of
ongoing assessment
and evaluations
strategies.

*** CWSA VIRTUAL INFO NIGHT 7-8pm ***
Arts Hearts & Minds Claude Watson School for the Arts is a
specialized program spanning Grades 4 - 8. CWSA offers an
enriched arts education for students within the City of Toronto
who have an interest in music, drama, dance, and the visual arts.
Students pursue studies in all four arts disciplines. The goals of
the school are to enrich and accelerate aesthetic development; to
stimulate creativity and original thinking; and to create an
enduring respect and passion for learning within a climate of
artistic and academic excellence. The school program links with
artistic resources in the community, maximizing the growth of the
student through exposure to practising artists.

Holistic Education
The students divide their day
between regular academic classes
and an exceptional arts program. In
this environment, the arts become a
language of experiences in a
program that develops the creative
potential of artistically talented
students. The goals of this school are to enrich and accelerate
aesthetic development, to stimulate creativity and original
thinking, to nurture the visual, aural and kinetic senses and to
create an enduring respect and passion for learning within a
climate of artistic and academic excellence. Teachers implement
program using a Multiple Intelligences approach.

More Information about Claude Watson School for the Arts
Literacy
Traditionally Claude Watson students meet curriculum expectations
with great success. To maintain this high standard of achievement
teachers pursue a focus on language skills, infusing the academic
learning with use of the arts. Students and staff employ a Multiple
Intelligences approach, thereby gaining a deeper understanding of
subject material.

Numeracy
Mathematics is an another area of strength in our students.An
investigative approach in grade 4 enables students to work with
manipulatives to develop basic skills before moving on to
more abstract concepts. By grade 7 and 8 students are exploring
concepts that could lead to pursuing maths and sciences speciality
programs in secondary schools.

Pathways
Claude Watson students excel in many areas and our graduates
select a variety of programs at the Secondary level. Many choose to
stay with the Arts yet a significant number determine to pursue full
academic programs such as I.B., or specialized maths and
science programs where they continue to use creative problem
solving skills.

Community, Culture and Caring
Opportunities to give back to the community at large form a
significant component of the lives of students, staff and parents.
Student performance groups respond to many requests to support
social agencies and activities. In addition our students participate in
a variety of Clubs and organizations helping with fund raising and
donations.

Additional Features
●
●
●

Enriched Arts curriculum
Sports and Athletics opportunities
Me to We

●
●

Extra-curricular Activitites
Green Schools Initiatives

For a list of all programs that are also offered visit http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Findyour/Schools.aspx?schno=3241&schoolId=241

Student Life - Where You Belong
Students at CWSA have many opportunities to become
involved in activities relating to the Arts, academics and
athletics. There is a Student Council as well as a student
graduation committee. In addition students participate in
social justice activities through which they commit to many
worthwhile social causes. Extra-curricular activities provide
extended learning opportunities in all arts disciplines. These
groups and clubs often become involved in competitions and
performances beyond the regular program thereby providing
experiences that both stimulate and challenge the students
who participate. This includes a variety of dance groups,
musical groups both instrumental and vocal, as well as
drama groups.

What Sets Us Apart
The Specialized Arts nature of the school is what
distinguishes our program. Through the various types of
dance, students develop their body’s flexibility, strength,
agility, rhythm and coordination. The dance curriculum
includes theory, technique, composition, presentation and
an understanding of the culture of dance. The focus in
drama is on communication, creativity, self-discipline,
cooperation and leadership. Drama carefully integrates
selected theatre skills into a program incorporating role
playing, improvisation, creative movement, mime,
presentation, script work and problem-solving. All students
participate in vocal and instrumental music involving sight
and ear training. Skill development includes individual as
well as group work. Visual arts presents students with a
progressive and sequential set of art experiences that
enable the children to acquire skills and techniques. They
learn about colour and design, drawing, painting,
printmaking, fabric arts, sculpture, computer graphics, as
well as art history and appreciation of works of art.

Parent and Community Engagement
CWSA maintains links with a number of Arts organization such as
the Canadian Opera Company and the National Ballet
Company and often enjoys partnering for special projects. Staff and
students participate in many outreach projects and we often
welcome visiting educators from other provinces and other countries
to observe our program in action.
Our School Council provides a monthly forum for parents and
community to gain insight into events and programming at the
school. There is also an opportunity for parents to participate in
workshops and seminars on topics of mutual interest. Parents
become involved as volunteers in many ways including planning and
hosting social events and fundraising activities that help
everyone get to know one another. CWSA is a very busy place!
Imagine a TDSB where all schools share a common core set of characteristics. They are
community-driven and focused on teaching and learning. Students and parents have a wide variety of
opportunities and there are enough students in every school to increase program choices.
Imagine there is a clear focus on achieving student success and every student is engaged, has a voice,
access to a caring adult and the opportunity to develop their full potential.
Here at the TDSB our focus is on student achievement, parent and community engagement and financial
stability.
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