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Accessibility:
Features and Barriers

Using the Accessibility Drawings

Introduction

The TDSB has produced drawings to show accessible features as well as barriers for each of its buildings. This
information will be useful for students, staff, parents, and community members — some of whom have physical
disabilities and need to know the features and barriers of our buildings.

The current Ontario Building Code (OBC) is generally used as the basis for the accessibility features included in the
drawings. However, features that do not fully conform to current regulations are nevertheless identified. A legend
noting features such as power-operated doors and elevators accompanies each set of drawings.

Entrances

Entrance numbers are provided on the drawings for reference and correspond to numbers posted inside and
outside each public entrance. Entrance numbers have an associated icon: (denoting a flush condition) or
(denoting a stepped condition). The approach to a flush entrance may be ramped, sloped, or flat, but has no
appreciable height differential at the doorway. A stepped entrance is one with an appreciable step not compliant
with OBC requirements for level access. Power-operated doors, if present, are identified with an icon.

To ensure student safety and security, elementary school buildings have a locked door policy. Visitors are directed
to enter through the building’s main entrance door after contacting the main office using the intercom provided.
Where applicable, the drawings will indicate a recommended path to the main entrance doors (i.e., an arrow
pointing to the main door). A recommended path has not been shown to the main entrance where

1 the main entrance is not level, or
1 the path to the main entrance has a barrier.

If a level path exists between the parking lot and a nearby level entrance, the path to the parking lot from that
doorway is indicated on the drawings regardless of whether there is a power-operated door present.

At secondary schools, intercoms are not present. Usually the doors closest to the parking lot or the main entrance
doors are open during school operating hours. Recommended paths are shown to these doors if the path and

doorway are level and there is a power- || | | EGczNEzNNG
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